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«Inrouen) 0 mavta
TAALaL VIXAQYEL...»
Inmoxpatng

Varaztad H. Kazanjian: “O Baupatormoidg tou Autikou
Metwmou”.

O Varaztad Kazanjian (Eik. 1), yewrinke oto Erzincan
NG toupkokpatoUpevng Appeviag ot 18 Maptiou
1879. 21NV ouvéxela petakivriBnke otnv 2Zapyouvia tou
[Mdévtou, drou apxikd gpydabnke oto Taxudpopeio. lNa
va ano@uyel TV TTEWTN YeVo-
Ktovia twv Appeviwy TTou ekdn-
AwBnke petall twv etwv 1894-
1896, tnv emoxr] g SeomoTIKAG
e€ouoiag Tou TeAeutaiou coul-
tdvou g OBwpavikrg Auto-
Kpatopiag ABSoUN Xapft B,
petavdoteuoe oug H.ITA. tov
Oxtwpplo 1895 kar eykataotd-
Bnke oto Worcester, Massachu-
setts, dmou dpxioe va epydletal
o€ gpyootdolo KaAwdiwv. 2’ au-
6 10 TIEPIBAMOV ekdrAwaE yia
TPWIN Qopd TV QUOIKr OegI6-
TNTAa Pe Ta X€pia tou, TV oroia
OTNV OUVEXEIQ XPnalyoTioinoe
1000 apIoTOTEXVIKA OTO TIEdio
NG OTONATIKAG, YvabotpoowT-
KrG Kal TTAQOTIKA|G XEIPOUPYIKIG.
Me unddeign evog dMou epyd-
N Tou gpyalddtav padi tou oto
idlo gpyootdoio, agou mpwta
TAPE TNV ApEPIKAVIKY) UTTNKOO-
tta to 1900, o Kazanjian amogdoioe va omouddoel
Obovuatpikr). Metd and okAnpr| mpoetolpacia, epyalo-
HEVOG TO TPW( KAl PEAETWVTIAq ta Bpddia, €yive Sextdg
ané v Odovuatpikr) >xoAq tou [Navemotnpiou Har-
vard o 1902. To 1905, o Ap Kazanjian mrpe to muxio
tou (D.M.D.) (Ei. 2), otnv ouvéxeia de Eekivnoe TNV aka-
dnpuaiki tou otadiodpopia wg BonBdg oto Tprua
Obdovtikig Mpoobetikrig g Odovuiatpikig >2xoAig Tou
Mavemotnpiou Harvard, tou omoiou apydtepa, to 1912,
éyive AieuBuvtiig. INapdMnAa Siatnpouoe 161wTikS 0dov-
Tatpeio, evw epyaldpevog oty Khvik Odovuikrig MNpo-
oBetikic tng Odovuatpikrig 2xoArG Tou [Navemotnuiou
Harvard, avupetamoe mdvw and 400 katdypata yvdbwy,
elodyovtag pia véa pébodo Bepareiag, dvrag évag and
TOUG TIPWTOUG TTOU AVTIKATEOTNOE ToV SUOKAWTTIO HECO-
d6vtio vapbnka, e pia amolotepn pébodo diayvabikig
ouppdtwong. Katd v didpkeia tou A’ INaykoopiou [o-
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Eic. 1. O &iampemrig otopatikdg, yvabormpoowkdg kai
mAaotikdg xelpoupydg Varaztad H. Kazanjian to 1952.
Fig. 1. The eminent oral, maxillofacial and plastic surgeon
Dr. Varaztad H. Kazanjian in 1952.
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“But all these requisites
belong of old to Medicine...”
Hippocrates

Varaztad H. Kazanjian: “The Miracle Man of the
Western Front”.

Varaztad Kazanjian (Fig. |) was bom in Erzincan of the
Turkish-occupied Armenia on March 18, 1879. He then
moved to Samsun, Pontus, where he initially worked at
the Post Office. To avoid the first Armenian genocide that
occurred between 1894-1896,
at the time of the despotic rule
of the last sultan of the Ottoman
Empire Abdul Hamit I, he mi-
grated to the United States of
America in October 1895, and
settled in Worcester, Massachu-
setts, where he began working
in a wire mill. In this environ-
ment he first demonstrated his
natural dexterity with his hands,
which he then used as master-
fully in the field of oral, maxillo-
facial and plastic surgery. With
the suggestion of another co-
worker who worked with him in
the same wire mill, after getting
first his American citizenship in
1900, Kazanjian decided to study
dentistry. After hard preparation,
working in the morning and
studying in the nights, he was ad-
mitted by Harvard University
School of Dental Medicine in 1902. In 1905, Dr. Kazanjian
received his D.M.D. degree (Fig. 2), and then he began
his academic career as an Assistant in the Department of
Prosthetic Dentistry at Harvard University School of Den-
tal Medicine, whose later; in 1912, he became the Direc-
tor. At the same time he maintained a private dental clinic,
while working in the Department of Prosthetic Dentistry
of Harvard University School of Dental Medicine, he
treated over 400 jaw fractures, introducing a new treat-
ment method, being one of the first practitioners to re-
place the cumbersome interdental splint with a simpler
intermaxillary wiring method.

During the First World War, Dr. Kazanjian's unique surgi-
cal capacity emerged to deal with the unfortunate soldiers,
who had been severely disfigured in the battles of the
trenches. In 1915 he was appointed Chief Dental Officer
of the Harvard First Unit (Fig. 3), established for overseas
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Aépou, avadeixBnke n povadikr XePOUPYIKY IKavaTnTa
tou Kazanjian, V' avtigetwiCel Toug atuxeic otpauwteg
Tou efxav apapopewbel coPfapd otig PAXES Twv Xa-
pakwpdtwv. To 1915 diopiobnke emkeparic Odovtia-
Tp0¢ NG Npwtng Movadag tou Harvard (Eik. 3), n omoia
eixe OUOTAOES yIa UTIEPTIOVTIEG ATTOOTOAEG, UMTNEETWVTAG
padi pe ug Bpetavikég ‘Evomieg Auvdpelg, ev tov lodvio
1916 mporixBn otov Babud tou Emdrpou. 16puce v
mpwtn Odovuartpikr kai N'vabompoowrik Xeipoupyikr
KAvikr tng Movadag otnv FaMia, wg Turpa Ty utinpe-
olwv g Movddag oto leviké Noookopegio Tou xwpiod
Camiers, n omoia Aertolpynoe péxpr Tov Pefpoudpio
[919. %" autd 1o xpovikd didotnua o Varaztad Kazanjian
avupetwmoe emtuxwg mepimou 3.000 aobeveig, pe aro-
TéAeopa va ovopaoBel Tehikd wg «o @aupatoroldg Tou
AutikoU Metdmouy, e5palwvovtag Ty @ Tou Kai on-
patodotwvtag tnv otadiodpopia Tou wg BepeNwTr TG
oUyxpovng doknong TG MNAaotikrg XelpoupyIkig.
A&loonpeiwto eival ét o enuicpévog MAaoTtikdG Kai ema-
vopBwtikdg xelpoupyds Sir Harold D. Gillies (1882-
1960), avayvwpioe v moidtnta tou épyou tou Kazan-
jian kar ouveidnromoinaoe tnv omoudaidtnta g odovtia-
TPIKAG Tpaypatoyvwpoouvng kai egeidikeuong oe éva
EMTUXNPEVO TENKS eMavopBwTikd armotéAeopd. 2€ ava-
YWOPIoN TWV UTINPECIOV Tou Katd tnv didpkeia Tou A’
[Naykoopiou [NoAépou, o Ap Kazanjian mapacnpogopr-
Bnke to 1919 amnd tov Bpetavo Baoiréa lewpyio E', ota
Avdktopa tou Buckingham oto Aovdivo, pe To mapdon-
O Tou «2uvtpd@ou Tou Tdypatog tou Ay. Mixanh kai
Tou Ay. lewpyiou.

To 1919 o Kazanjian eméotpege oty Bootwvn, otig
H.I.A, émou avéhaBe v B€on tou Kabnyntou 2tpa-
TwTKAG Xelpoupylkig 2téuatog oty Odovuiatpikr
>xoM tou Navemotnpiou Harvard. Avayvwpi¢ovtag v
avdykn NG TEPAITEPW 1ATPIKAG OUYKPATNONG, OUVEXIOE
TIG oTTOUdEC Tou otnV latpikr) 2xo tou Navemotnpiou
Harvard, am’ émou amogoitnoe to 1921, maipvovtag to
TIuXio TG latpikrg oe nAikia 42 etwv. 2Ty ouvéxeia gyi-
ve AleuBuvtric tng ouvevwpévng KAivikig MAaotikiig Xel-
poupyikig tou OgBalporoyikou kar Qroloyikod No-
ookopeiou TG Maoaxouoétng (Massachusetts Eye and
Ear Infirmary) kar tou l'evikod Noookopeiou tng Maoa-
XoUo€tnG. Epydabnke emiong kar oe dMa voonheutikd
15pUpata, énwg to New England Deaconess Hospital,
10 Beth Israel Hospital, kaBuwg emiong kai to Boston City
Hospital. To 1922 éyive KaBnyntig tng Khvikrg Xel-
POUPYIKAG 2TOPatog otny latpikr 2xoAr tou [laver-
otnuiou Harvard, pia 6¢on otnv omoia mapépeive yia 20
xpovia. To 1941 avayopeubnke mpwrog Kabnyntig g
[MAaotikric Xeipoupyikrg NG latpikrg 2xoAAg tou [a-
vemotnpiou Harvard (Eik. 4), dmou urmpé€tnoe péxpl o
1947, evw Tou amovepriBnke kai o tithog tou Opdupou
KaBnyntou lMhaotikig Xeipoupyikig (1947-1974).

Mia amd TG peyalitepeg ouvelogopég Tou Kazanjian
otV PiBNoypaeia tng MNAaotikig Xeipoupyikig, urmpe
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Eik. 2. O Varaztad H. Kazanjian to 1905, katd v amogoftnor] tou
ané v Odovuatpikr) 2xoh Tou [MNavemotnpiou Harvard.

Fig. 2. Dr. Varaztad H. Kazanjian in 1905, at his graduation from
Harvard University Dental School.

missions, serving with the British Armed Forces, while in
June 1916 he was promoted to the rank of Major. He es-
tablished the first Dental and Maxillofacial Surgery Clinic
of the Unit in France as part of the Unit's Services at the
General Hospital in Camiers, which operated until Febru-
ary 1919. During this time, Dr. Varaztad Kazanjian success-
fully treated about 3,000 patients, resulting in eventually
being named “The Miracle Man of the Westem Front”,
consolidating his reputation and marking his career as the
founder of the modem practice of plastic surgery.

It is remarkable that, the famous plastic and reconstructive
surgeon Sir Harold D. Gillies (1882-1960), recognized the
quality of Dr. Kazanjian's work, and realized the importance
of dental expertise to an eventual successful reconstructive
result. In recognition of his services during the First World
War, Dr. Kazanjian was decorated “Companion of the
Order of St. Michael and St. George™ in 1919, by British
King George V, at Buckingham Palace in London.

In 1919 Dr. Kazanjian retured to Boston, USA, where
he was appointed Professor of Military Oral Surgery at
Harvard University School of Dental Medicine. Recog-
nizing the need for further medical training, he continued
his studies at Harvard University Medical School, where
he graduated in 1921, and received his medical degree
at the age of 42 years old. He then became Head of the
combined Plastic Surgery Clinic of the Massachusetts Eye

& J
Eik. 3. O Varaztad H.
Kazanjian pe tnv otoh
UYEIOVOpIKOU a&lwuatikoU
katd tov A’ lNaykdopio
[oAepo.
Fig. 3. Dr. Varaztad H.
Kazanjian in a medical
officer’s uniform during
World War .
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Eix. 4. O Varaztad
H. Kazanjian
XEIPOUPYWVIAG OTNV
Sexaetia tou 1940.
Fig. 4. Dr. Varaztad
H. Kazanjian
operating, circa
1940's.

Eik. 5. 2xrjpa amé to PipAio
twv Kazanjian kar Converse
«H xeipoupyikr] Beparteia
TWV KAKWOEWV TOU TIPOOW -
TIouY, To oroio ekddBnke
ané tov Exdotikd Oiko
Williams & Wilkins, to 1949.
Fig. 5. Diagram from the
textbook of Kazanjian and
Converse "The Surgical
Treatment of Facial
Injuries”, published by
Williams & Wilkins, in 1949.

10 olyypappa «H xeipoupyikr) Bepareia Twv KaKHoewv
Tou mpoowmouy» (The Surgical Treatment of Facial In-
juries), To oTolo cuvéypaye pe Tov Apepikavd MAaoTiKO
xelpoupyd Apa John M. Converse (1909-1981) kar to
omofo Bewpeital k\acoiké oto eidog tou (Eik. 5). Emiong
onpavikr Atav kai n oupPolr tou otnv opBoyvabikn
xelpoupyikr|, étav to 1939 dpxioe va dievepyel ho&oto-
HEG OTIG OOTEOTOHIEG TNG KATw yvabou péow piag e&w-
OTONATIKAG TTPOOTIEAQONG, YIA Va ETMTUXEN KAAUTEPN OOTI-
k) emaepr] peta&l autwv.

O Varaztad Kazanjian tipriOnke pe moMég diakpioeig kai
Bpapeia, dnwg tv EidikA Tipnuikr Edpnpo Mveia (Spe-
cial Honorary Citation), tng Apepikavikrig Etaipeiag
MAaotikig kar EmavopBwtikrg Xeipoupyikrg (American
Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery), To 1951,
10 Bpafefo tng Etaipeiag (Society Award), tng Apepi-
kavikig Etaipeiag Xeipoupywy 2tépatog (American
Society of Oral Surgeons), 1o 1954, kaBwg emiong Kkai
10 BpaPeio tg Apepikavikrc Etaipeiag MAaotikav Xer-
poupywv (American Association of Plastic Surgeons),
10 1959. Aletéheoe INpdedpoc g Apepikavikig Etar-
peiag Mhaotikav Xeipoupywy, tng Apepikavikig Etar-
peiag NvaBompoowikAg Xelpoupyikig, Kabwg ermiong
kar tnG Etaipeiag MAhaotikrg kar EmavopBwtikrg Xel-
poupyikrc tg Néag AyyAiac. Mepartépw unmp&e Etal-
pog (Fellow) tou Apepikavikod KoMeyiou Xeipoupywv,
G Apepikavikig Axadnpiag O@Balporoyiag «a
Qroppivorapuyyoroyiag kai tou Apepikavikod KoMe-
yiou Odovtidtpwy, kabwg emiong kal AmAwPaToUxog
Tou ApepikavikoU 2uppouhiou IMAaotikig Xeipoupyi-
krG. AvaknpuxBnke Emitigog Etaipog tng Bpetavikrig
Etaipeiag MAaotikwy Xeipoupywv 1o 1966 oto Aovdi-
vo, KaBwg emfong kai tou BaoihikoU KoMeyiou latpwv
kar Xeipoupywv g Maokwfng to 1967, evd rrav kai
emitpo péhog tou Odovuarpikol ZuMdyou tng Ma-
oaxouc€ng. AneBiwoe otig 19 OktwBpiou 1974, -
PNG NUEPWV O NAIKIa 95 eTdv.
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and Ear Infirmary and the Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal. He also worked in other hospitals, including New
England Deaconess Hospital, Beth Israel Hospital, and
Boston City Hospital. In 1922 he became Professor of
Clinical Oral Surgery at Harvard University Medical
School, a position he held for 20 years. In 1941 he was
nominated as the first Professor of Plastic Surgery at Har-
vard University Medical School (Fig. 4), where he served
until 1947, while he was awarded the title of Emeritus
Professor of Plastic Surgery (1947-1974).

One of Dr. Kazanjian's greatest contributions to the lit-
erature of Plastic Surgery was the textbook "“The Surgical
Treatment of Facial Injuries,” which he wrote together
with the American plastic surgeon Dr. John M. Converse
(1909-1981), and which is considered to be classic in its
kind (Fig. 5). His contribution to orthognathic surgery was
also important, when in 1939 he began to bevel the cut
segments of the mandible through an external approach,
in order to obtain better bone contact between them.
Dr. Varaztad Kazanjian was honored with many honors and
awards, such as the Special Honorary Citation of the Amer-
ican Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery in 1951,
the Society Award of the American Society of Oral Sur-
geons in 1954, and the Award of the American Association
of Plastic Surgeons in 1959. He served as President of the
American Association of Plastic Surgeons, the American
Society of Maxillofacial Surgery, as well as the New England
Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. He was also
a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons, the Amer-
ican Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology, and
the American College of Dentists, and a Diplomat of the
American Board of Plastic Surgery. He was named an Hon-
orary Fellow of the British Association of Plastic Surgeons
in 1966 in London, and of the Royal College of Physicians
and Surgeons of Glasgow in 1967, and he was also an hon-
orary member of the Massachusetts Dental Society. He
died on October 19, 1974, at the age of 95 years old.

The filistor
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