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«Inrouen) 0 mavta
TAALaL VIXAQYEL...»
Inmoxpatng

Johann Friedrich Dieffenbach: H ouppoAr tou ot Zto-
patikr kar N'vaBormpoowrikr Xeipoupyikr.

O Johann Friedrich Dieffenbach (1792-1847) (Ei. 1),
urmp&e Siarperm(g Meppavdg xelpoupyde, o omoiog -
KEVIPWOE TO 151ATEPO eVOIAPEPOV TOU OTNV TIAQOTIKI] Kal
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“But all these requisites
belong of old to Medicine...”
Hippocrates

Johann Friedrich Dieffenbach: his contribution
to Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.

Johann Friedrich Dieffenbach (1792-1847) (Fig. 1), was
an eminent German surgeon, who was especially inter-
ested in plastic and reconstructive surgery, and was oc-

EMavoPOWTIKY  XEIPOUPYIKY,
aoxohibnke &e eidikdtepa pe
v pivorhaotiki. Metd tg
QPXIKEG OTIOUSEG Tou ot Oe-
ohoyfa oto Rostock kar oto
Greifswald (1812), ouvéxioe
TG PACIKEG 1ATPIKEG OTIOUSEG
tou oto Konigsberg (1816-
1820). Mabrjteuoe ot ouvé-
XEIQ KOVIA OTOV XePoupyd
kar opBaipiatpo Phillip Franz
von Walther (1782-1849) ot
Bdwvn, akoholbuwg &¢ via 6
piveg oto [lapiol  kovtd
otoug Siampemeic Xelpoup-
youg tng emnoxric Guillaume
Dupuytren (1777-1835), Ba-

cupied particularly with rhino-
plasty. After his initial studies
in Theology in Rostock and
Greifswald (1812), he contin-
ued his basic medical studies
in Konigsberg (1816-1820).
He then joined the surgeon
and ophthalmologist Phillip
Franz von Walther (1782-
1849) in Bonn, and then for
six months he visited Paris,
where he had the opportu-
nity to leam by the side of the
most prominent surgeons of
that day, Guillaume Du-
puytren (1777-1835), Baron
Alexis de Boyer (1757-1833),

ron Alexis de Boyer (1757-
1833), Baron Dominique-Jean
Larrey  (1766-1842)  «ai
Francois Magendie (1783-
1855). Emoképdnke emiong tn
enuiopevn latpikr) 2xoAr tou Montpellier kai TG KAvikKeG
twv Jacques Delpech (1777-1832) kar Claude Francois
Lallemand (1790-1853) oto Montpellier, aMd to 1822 -
ye oto Wirzburg yia va exrovrioel tn SI5aKTopIkr Tou
SiatpiPn. To 1823 eykataotdbnke oto Bepohivo, drou
ypPriyopa xdpn otnv euguia kai TV IKavOTnTd Tou Katé-
KINoe TNV eKtiunon Kar TNV avayvwpion wg Kopupaiog
TAQOTIKGG XeIpoupydG. To 1829 tomobetribnke emkepa-
Mg 1atpdg oto Xeipoupyikd Turpa tou enpicpévou No-
ookopeiou Tou Bepohivou Charité, drou to 1832 avayo-
pelbnke oe éxtakto kabnyntr TG latpikg 2xoAig Tou
[Mavemotnuiou tou BepoAivou. To 1840 petd tov Bdvato
TOU PNHICHEVOU KAl TIOWTOTIOPOU OTIG TEXVIKEG TNG PIVO-
mAaotikiig eppavoy kaBnyntr tng Xeipoupyikrig Carl Fer-
dinand von Graefe (1787-1840), o Johann Friedrich Dief-
fenbach exhéxBnke taktikdg kabnyntrg g latpikrig >xo-
Mg tou lNavemotnpiou tou BepoAivou kar avéraBe tn oi-
eubuvon g lNavemotnpiaxrg Xelpoupyikig KAvikrg.

H euguia tou, n taxitnta ot Aqyn anogdoewy, n adia-

Dieffenbach (1792-1847).

Dieffenbach (1792-1847).
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Eix. 1. O &iampemrg Meppavdg xeipoupyds Johann Friedrich

Fig. 1. The eminent German surgeon Johann Friedrich

Baron Dominique-Jean Larrey
(1766-1842), and Francois
Magendie (1783-1855). He
also visited the famous Med-
ical School of Montpellier,
and the clinics of Jacques Delpech (1777-1832) and
Claude Frangois Lallemand (1790-1853) in that town,
but in 1822 he went to Wiirzburg to receive his doctor-
ate. In 1823 Dieffenbach settled in Berlin, where he soon
won the appreciation and recognition as a leading plastic
surgeon, thanks to his intelligence and ability. In 1829 he
was appointed as chief physician to the Surgical Depart-
ment of the famous hospital in Berlin, the Charité, where
in 1832 he became an extraordinary Professor at the
University of Berlin Medical School. In 1840, following
the death of the famous and pioneer of the rhinoplasty
techniques German Professor of Surgery Carl Ferdinand
von Graefe (1787-1840), Johann Friedrich Dieffenbach
was elected as Professor of the Medical School of Berlin,
and assumed the directorship of the University Surgical
Department.

His wittiness, speed in decision making, undisturbed com-
posure and great dexterity, highlighted him as an excel-
lent surgeon and unique teacher, easily conquering the
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Tdpaktn Yuxpaipia kar n ekmnkuky oe&idtntd tou, tov
avédeiEav wg e€aipeto xelpoupyd Kar povadikd ddokaho,
TIOU KATakToUoe eUkoAd TNV Kapdid Kal TV ekTiunon twv
aKPOATWY, TWV QOITNTWY, TwV A0BeVAV KAl TwV CUVAOEA-
owv Tou. oMol Topeic Tng Iatpikrig kévtpioav To evdia-
PEPOV TOU eKTOC amd TNV TAACTIKH XEIPOUPYIKT), OTTOU €l-
ofyaye yia Tpwtn @opd TV Xpnolporoinon avaiobnoiag,
omwe n kapdiohoyia (kapdiakdg kabetnpiacpdc), n ya-
OTPEVIEPOAOYIA (EKTOWN HE XPNOIKOTIONGN Tou Pdupa-
T0G Lembert), n opBomaidikr xeipoupyikr| (tevotopr yia
B16pBwaon paiBoimmomnodiac), kabwg emiong kai n oeOHai-
poloyia (uotopia yia diépbwon otpaPiopou) (Eik. 2).
‘Ooov apopd tn otopatiki kai yvabompoowTiky xel-
poupVIKA, N oUpPoAr Tou utmp&e KaBopIioTiky Kar Kai-
votépog. To 1842 mpaypatoroinoe Ty opwvupn dep-
HATIKA TopR yia TpooTéAacn dykwv tng dvw yvdbou
(topry Weber, Dieffenbach, Fergusson, Nelaton) kai die-
vApynoe nuidiékmpion tng dvw yvdbou, av kai eixav
mponynBel doov agopd tn cuykekpIpévn eméupacn ol
FaMor Guillaume Dupuytren (1812, 1823) kai Joseph
Gensoul (1825), o Apepikavédg Horatio Gates Jameson
(1821) kar o 2kwtoéCog James Syme (1832). Emfong
TIPOWONOE ONUAVTIKA TNV XEIPOUPYIKY TWV OXIOTIWY, 181-
aftepa e@apudloviag Ty TexVIKA Twv TapaMiAwy xa-
ANIPWTIKWY TOPWV OTIG UTIEPWIoOXIoTiEG, kaBwe emiong
kal Baupdoioug eyxeipnuikols oxediaopoug yia v
amokatdotaon TV XEINEOOXIOTIWV (ETEQOTTAEUPWV 1
apeotepdmAeupwy). Evavtinbnke otnv téheon veupo-
Topwv yia tn Bepameia TG veupalyiag Tou TpIdupou,
Tou odnyouoav oe TTapPdAUCH TOU TIPOCWTTIOU, TTPOMA-
VOGS AOYW TNG KATtaoTpo®ng KAGOwV Tou TpoowTIKoU
veupou amd Toug XelpoupyoUs TNG EMOXNC, Ol OTTolol
akdpn dev yvwpifav tn dilapopd NG Asrtoupyiag tou
TpI8UpoU Kal Tou TipocwtTkou veupou. H di1épBwon tou
ektpoTriou, KaBwg emfong kai n BAepapomiactiky, amo-
Téheoav aviikeipeva evdiapépovtog tou Johann Friedrich
Dieffenbach, émou emiong diakpiBnke yia tv xeipoup-
yIKr) OeIvaTNTa Kal TV amoTeEAeoPaTIKSTNTA TOU.

O @Mjotwp

heart and the appreciation and respect of his listeners,
students, patients and colleagues. Many fields of medicine
attracted his interest besides of plastic surgery, where he
introduced for the first time the use of anesthesia, such
as cardiology (cardiac catheterization), gastroenterology
(resection using Lembert's suture), orthopedics (teno-
tomy for club-foot), as well as ophthalmology (myotomy
for correction of strabismus) (Fig. 2).

Regarding oral and maxillofacial surgery his contribution
was decisive and innovative. In 1842 he performed semi-
maxillectomy through the homonymous skin incision for
the approach of maxillary tumors (Weber, Dieffenbach,
Fergusson, Nelaton incision), although regarding that
particular operation some others had preceded him,
such as the French Guillaume Dupuytren (1812, 1823)
and Joseph Gensoul (1825), the American Horatio
Gates Jameson (1821), and the Scotch James Syme
(1832). He also promoted significantly the surgery of
clefts, particularly by applying the technique of parallel
relaxing incisions in cleft palates, as well as wonderful
operative plans for the reconstruction of cleft lips (uni-
lateral or bilateral). He opposed the performance of
neurotomies for the treatment of trigeminal neuralgia,
which were leading to facial paralysis, apparently be-
cause of the destruction of branches of the facial nerve
by the surgeons of that time, who still did not know the
difference of function between the trigeminal and the
facial nerve. The correction of ectropion, as well as ble-
pharoplasty, were objects of Johann Friedrich Dieffen-
bach's interest, where he also became distinguished for
his surgical expertise and efficiency.

The filistor

Operative Chirnrgie

Jvhssn Frivirich Wieffraback,

Erster Banil.

Eic. 2. To e§houMo

Tou Tiepipnuou PiBAlou
tou Johann Friedrich
Dieffenbach

"“Die Operative Chirurgie”
(H EmepBaun
XeIpoupyikry), To oroio
ekdOOnKe otn Aeipia to
1845.

Fig. 2. The cover page

of Johann Friedrich
Dieffenbach’s famous
book “Die Operative
Chirurgie” (The Operative
Surgery), which was
published in Leipzig in
1845.
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